CILTY ARCADIA / Key Words

Story
Total Harmonious Spiritual Intellectual
Physical Fulfilment Cities
Inhabitants Architecture Modernism

Planning City Living  Urban Framing  Intimacy

Longing Desire Pedestrian Past Present Future
Imagined

Science  Art Culture Creativity Social Fusion
Propositions
Urban Utopian Playground Place Space Site Specific
Form Function Enlightenment Rhythms Human Idea

Sound / Tracks Movement People Building Urban Room Concrete

Concept Environment  Sustainability Water
Future Living
Master Plan

Identity Pride Coventry Test-Bed Ideas Perfect Proportions

Framing Urban Staging Cinematic Visions

Discourse Public Art  Connectivity Welcome Family

Music Dancing Performing Life Living Galvanisation Art Multiple

Farming Forging Electro-Acoustic Intimate Poetic Symphony

Hieroglyphs Beer Dinners Love Symmetry Drawn Imagined
Framing Layers Light Art Science Modernism Columns
Intellect Making Maths Accessible Visible Sharing Open
Opportunities Understand Immense Catalyst Creativity

Inhabitant Farming Foraging Dweller Settler
Native Community Folk How Why Now Should If

Propositions Commissions Future
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CITY A@CADIA / Introduction

This is an invitation to Enter Optimism.

City Arcadiais a two-year (June 2014-2016) programme of creative commissions
responding to the past present and imagined future of Coventry city centre with
Artspace, Coventry.

It invites people to collaborate with curators Laura Elliott & Michael Mayhew on a
series of commissioned 'propositions' that celebrate Coventry as a historical test
bed for new ideas and innovations and consider the Modernist architectural vision
of Coventry's post-war centre: building a futuristic city that cultivates "the total
harmonious, physical, spiritual and intellectual wellbeing of a city's inhabitants".

Each 'proposition' will open up conversations / discourses / dialogues / interactions
/ provocations and enquiries that are relevant globally. as we ask about the nature
of how cities live and imagine the future of a city. of 'the' city, of all cities.

These commissioned 'propositions' result in a programme of exchanges being sited
in specific locations in Coventry's Modernist city centre precincts; in the iconic, in
the discarded and in areas that are often only used as a thoroughfare or empty
after dark. It is proposed that by inhabiting and celebrating culture and creativity in
a city founded on the architectural principles of form and function’ i.e. that
people would only arrive to work and shop and then leave to 'live' that our own
utopian vision(s) for a future city are tested.
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CLTY ARCADLA 7 our Most Recent History

Over the past six months Elliott & Mayhew have produced a
complementary programme of talks, exhibitions, meals,
workshops, screenings and collaborative enquiries through a
programme titled [IN]site.

This programme has introduced the themes and ideas behind
City Arcadia.

So far, 12 'propositions' and corresponding events have been established. Images
and more information, along with a library of resources collected whilst developing
the project are on the City Arcadia website.

The ideas, conversations and documentation stemming from each 'proposition'
reported and captured in a riso-print dossier, which is produced alongside each
project.

CITY ARCADIA / Headquarters

32 City Arcade in Coventry's south - side city centre shopping precinct is now the
creative headquarters for City Arcadia. It hosts City Arcadia projects and associated

[IN]site events and over the next year, it will act as an open working, social, meeting
and residency space for commissioned 'propositions'

CILTY ARCADIA / Future

With thanks to Arts Council England, Coventry City Council and our City Arcadia
partners, we are now seeking to commission several 'propositions' as part of an
O P E N call for realisation between July 2015 and June 2016.

Laura Elliott & Michael Mayhew,
April 2015
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CLTY ARCADIA7oPENCcall

This is an open call for 'propositions' in response to the imagined future of a city.
Coventry.

Propositions can be an idea, offer, or plan put forward for consideration or
discussion. They can also be a statement, opinion or judgement in
contemporary philosophy, They are the sharable objects of attitudes and
the primary bearers of truth and falsity.

Note:

Coventry has a clear historical linage with innovative engagement with
propositional systems; from the birth of the Green Party (UK). the instigation of ‘art
& language and the birth of conceptual art, the innovation of the jet-engine, the
instigation of twinning cities related to Peace & Reconciliation and the progressive
development of the future city.

We request that interested and curious individuals, parties, groups, creative and
cultural thinkers, investigators, social, political and cultural instigators and active
researchers, practitioners, institutions and organisations read and respond openly
to the City Arcadia Dossier #1 as starting point for consideration, discussion and
engagement with the programme curators.

City Arcadia /
The Total, Harmonious, Spiritual, Intellectual & Physical Fulfilment
of a City's Inhabitants

Elliott & Mayhew invite people to enter optimism through a historical portal that
celebrates Coventry as an historical test bed for new ideas and innovations and
considerations of the Modernist master-plan that envisioned Coventry's as a site
of optimistic futures.

Welcome to the future
City Arcadia.

Elliott & Mayhew aim to realise, enable & host propositions
by establishing a series of open residencies, collaborations
engagements, that are potentially physical, remote and
ephemeral, across a series of specific sites in the city of
Coventry with a focus on concepts, ideals, possibilities and
imaginings of Future and of 'how cities live'
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CITY A@CADIA / Proposition Process

Part 1. making contact

We invite propositions that are presented on paper with a maximum of 500 words
and with any relevant creative interpretation that may assist in conveying the ideas.
For example diagrams / maps / images maybe included - We ask that the surface
paper size does not exceed a maximum of 594x841 mm.

Within the 500 words we ask for:

/ some information about you and your practice including all contact details
// any weblinks to publications, works etc.

/// the proposition

/111 the connectivity to City Arcadia as place and concept

/1111 a proposed location/s or site/s

/11111 a proposed budget including fees and expenses

/111117 the timescales (how long and when - between July 2015 and June
2016)

/111171 inclusion of any other relevant digital or visual recordings.

/11171117 still images to a maximum of 12 minutes.

/\ We also wish for each proposition to include an opportunity for specific
engagement with the ideas, for example a public workshop, talk, screening,
dinner or other similar social event and engagement as previously
demonstrated within the [IN]Site series. We invite interested parties to
submit suggestions within the designated 500 words.

/ Propositions may in some way meditate on the key words associated with City
Arcadia, engagement with city / people / place and ideas on how cities live.

Part 1 deadline

/ Date Wednesday 13th May 2015

/ Time 12noon

/ Emails to: curators@coventry-artspace.co.uk

/ Post to: Laura & Michael, City Arcadia C/o Artspace, 16 Lower Holyhead Road,
Coventry, CV1 3AU
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Part 2: a conversation with propositions & people

Proposition makers will be invited to a day-long event with City Arcadia. Coventry
to enter a dialogue with the City Arcadia curators, Laura Elliott & Michael Mayhew.
This event is futureday.

/\ futureday will be

/ from 10am to 6pm on Monday 8th June 2015
(with Monday 9th June as a backup date in case many propositions are received)
// Travel expenses to futureday will be covered, a fee offered and meals provided.

At futureday we invite proposition makers to present the proposition ideas and to
offer open discussion in the realisation of these ideas, not as sales pitch” but to
invigorate and convey the ideas, vision and optimism held within the proposition.

Beyond futureday

From this day City Arcadia curators, along with a reference panel of co-
programmers and match funders, will select a series of propositions to realise
between July 2015 and June 2016.

The selected propositions will then be further considered and negotiated with the
City Arcadia curators in order to actualise them.

We won't be able to make every proposition happen as part of City Arcadia 2015/16
but we do believe in the value and energy contained within the ideas and the
possibilities for what may come of continuing the conversation. We aim to offer
[IN]site talks, workshops or dossiers as an alternative to realising some 'full
actualisation” of ideas and we will give all propositions (with permission from the
makers) a profile on the City Arcadia website.

part 3 CL 1Y ARCADIA 7 suly 2015 - June 2016

We will launch the propositions that will be realised throughout the year at a
launch party. Please save the date if you are making a proposition.

/ City Arcadia future launch - Friday 31st July 2015
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